
Lesson Length:  

20 minutes, great as an ice-breaker or  introductory activity

Lesson Materials:  
 
Printed set of Invasive Species Matching Game Cards

Procedures:   
1)	 Shuffle cards and hand out to students

2)	 Students will be matching cards with an invasive species to the way that   	
	 invasive species is spread

3)	 Once students find their match, have the students work with their match to:	

	  a.  Describe/brainstorm how the invasive species is spread by human activity
	  b.  Identify the type of habitat the invasive species is found
	  c.  Come up with ways to prevent the spread of the invasive species
 
Activity Objectives:  
 
1)	 Become familiar with common invasive species and the role of humans in    	
         spreading or preventing the spread of invasive species 

2)	 Identify habitats where invasive species are commonly found 

3)	 Understand how invasive species spread, ecological impacts and measures         	
	 to prevent the spread of invasive species.
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Non-native Invasive Species Learning Kit - United States Forest Service - Eastern Region

Non-native Invasive Species Learning Kit - United States Forest Service - Eastern Region

You have good reason to be

concerned. Ask your sister to find

out about the butterflies she is

planning to release and to read about

potential problems with releases. Are

the butterflies from a licensed

butterfly breeder? Is it likely to be

warm and sunny when they are

released? Is the butterfly species

native to the area? If not, they

shouldn’t be released. Even species

that are native to the area but raised

from butterflies collected

somewhere else can be a problem.

When the released butterflies mate

with local butterflies, they introduce

genes that are not adapted to local

conditions. Is her “perfect wedding”

more important than the lives of local

butterflies?

Sticky Situation 8
You and your family are taking a long

hike into the forest. Dad parks at the

trailhead and everyone gets ready to

go. Just off the parking lot, there is a

beautiful purple flower. Your

mom picks one and sticks it

in your hair. The hike goes

great, but after awhile

the flower starts to itch.

You carry it in your

hand for a while, but

it’s all droopy and not

that beautiful

anymore. What do

you do with it?

If you guessed that the weed might

be purple loosestrife, you could be

right. You don’t know for sure. It

could be invasive; it could be

endangered. However, invasives are

a lot more common around parking

lots where the soil has been

disturbed and there is a lot of

human activity. Now that you are

far from the source, don’t drop it

on the ground and spread its seeds.

Put it in a bag and throw it in the

trash when you get home.

Remember: It would be best not to

pick any wildflower. Period.

Sticky Situation 7
Your big sister is finally getting married

to that guy she’s been dating forever. Of

course, they want the perfect

wedding: garden setting,

string quartet, black tie,

sunset. Your “job” is to

give each guest a small

envelope that contains a

live butterfly. On cue, the

guests will open their envelopes

and the butterflies will swirl

around the happy couple. You

want the best for your big sister,

but something about releasing

butterflies is giving you

butterflies in your stomach.

What do you do?
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