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The Ontario-Wayne  Stormwater Coalition has been 
established to help municipalities comply with federal 
stormwater regulations and to improve water quality in a 
cost-effective manner.  

Public Outreach and Education and Public 
Participation and Involvement are two of the Minimum 
Control Measures required of MS4 (Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System) communities. 

Following are two recent education/outreach projects.

April 7, 2014, Students from Sodus High School  
participated in a storm drain marking exercise at Sodus 
Point.  Staff from Wayne County and Ontario County Soil 
and Water Conservation Districts and volunteers 
assisted.

Stormdrains are not connected to sewer systems but are 
a direct conduit to surface waters.  Labeling the drains 
reminds citizens that trash, yard waste or other materials 
(including un-collected pet waste) are taken directly to 
Sodus Bay. 

Below: Students and teacher cleaning drain area. 
Below right – Drain Marker epoxied to sidewalk.

Greetings!
Lindsey Gerstenlager, Wayne County Soil and Water 

Conservation District Manager, dressed as Ronnie Raindrop to 
welcome Sodus High School students and teachers.

http://www.owsc.org/


Nolan Flores, Wayne County Biology Teacher, and the AP 
Biology students from Wayne High School  met Edith 
Davey, Ontario County SWCD Conservation Educator on 
June 4, 2014,  to conduct a stream segment analysis at 
a stream flowing through Webster Park. 

Students examined the stream substrate, width, banks, 
tree canopy and surrounding land area to assess 
possible impacts to water quality. Flow rates and total 
discharge rates were measured in addition to establishing 
basic chemical parameters (pH, dissolved oxygen, and 
temperature.)  Two drainage conveyances entered the 
stream within the segment, one of which carried  low pH 
inflow.  

Students learned to identify various aquatic 
macroinvertebrates and to use that information to assess 
water quality in the stream.  

D-nets were used  to obtain samples of aquatic life, 
specimens of differerent species were sorted  and 
counted using ice cube trays. Tally sheets helped to track 
the numbers of macroinvertebrates (insect larvae, 
crustaceans, etc.) in the sample. A biotic value was 
assigned to each species,  which was averaged to 
determine an overall score for the stream.     

Students identifying the results of their sampling. 
Green magnifiers assist in distinguishing species.

The stream was found to be in generally good condition 
above the low pH inflow and where dilution had occurred.

Finding a newly-hatched mud turtle added considerable 
interest to the sampling.  The two-hour session was full of 
curiosity and discovery.   

Mr. Flores joins in.

Part of stream segment: storm sewer inlet in bank. Looking for the bugs.



 Shoreline Stabilization Project Improves the Park

B. Forman Park  in Pultneyville, New York benefited from  
a shoreline stabilization project completed  by the Wayne 
County Highway Department during the past winter.   Ice 
scour and wave action had eroded the shoreline area of 
the park. Deposits of woody debris had clogged the 
nearshore area.  

Debris was removed, the shoreline re-contoured  and 
protected by large, angular stone rip rap that diffuses 
wave energy and protects against erosion. 

A consultant was hired for permitting and design. Work 
was accomplished by Wayne County Highway 
Department staff. 

Shoreline erosion.

Woody debris. At work in the winter.

Large stone placed to dissipate wave/ice scour energy.

Photographs:Brian Frey, Assistant Engineering Manager
Wayne County Highway Department

Protected shoreline.



Ontario-Wayne Stormwater Coalition Internship 

For the past four years the Ontario-Wayne Stormwater Coalition has created an internship opportunity for college 
level students over the summer months. The internship offers one student each summer the chance to become 
educated on the multifaceted approach to stormwater management under a Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4). 

The intern is exposed to the public and private side of stormwater management, gaining hands-on experience with 
GIS locating, inspecting, and assessing the quality of multiple stormwater management facilities including outfalls, dry 
swales, and detention ponds. This internship is unique as the student works with each member of the coalition on a 
rotating schedule; giving them the opportunity to learn the different perspectives and roles of the counties, towns, and 
private firms. In addition, the intern attends monthly coalition meetings where they are able to participate and observe 
how a coalition operates.

The intern selected for summer 2014 was Ashley Miller, a senior undergraduate studying Environmental Resources 
Engineering at State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry (SUNY-ESF). Her 
reflections on the summer internship program are below:

I am very fortunate to have had the opportunity to work with the Ontario-Wayne Stormwater Coalition this summer. 
After working with the coalition I have a greater understanding and appreciation for both the infrastructure and 
individuals involved in stormwater management. 

The curriculum at SUNY-ESF has taught me the theory behind designing different water storage and retention 
facilities, but it is not the same as seeing the facilities first hand. Design plans only show how a pond or dry swale 
should look after it is first built, but in the field I was able to see how different structures evolve over time. 

I also became familiar with important technologies used regularly during field work and data collection including 
Trimble GPS, ArcPad, ArcGIS, and Pictometry. Beyond infrastructure design and maintenance, I was able to 
experience the economic, political, and social aspects of stormwater management.  

The vast infrastructure made up of pipes, ditches, wetlands, retention ponds, and other bodies of water can be cost-
intensive to maintain. Roadside ditches have to be mowed and dredged, catch basins cleaned, pipes need to be 
replaced, repaired, or cleared of sediment, and all these facilities have to be GPS located, given IDs, and inspected.   
In addition to routine maintenance, the counties and towns are responsible for handling isolated incidents reported by 
residents such as occasional pipe bursts or backed-up drainage issues.

Ashley Miller inspecting silt fence installation.
Photograph: P J Emerick

It was great to gain exposure to these procedures first hand, especially how to approach and professionally handle 
public issues. I am also now aware of my personal responsibilities for maintaining the stormwater management 
facilities on my property and intend to continue educating people on these issues well after my internship is 
completed. 

By  Ashley Miller, 2014 Ontario-Wayne Stormwater Coalition Intern.



 

The Ontario-Wayne Stormwater Coalition's 
Stormwater Management Program Plan

documents the planned and implemented components 
of  Stormwater Management Plans.

Stormwater Management Program Plans include: 

Local laws for Construction and Illicit 
Discharge Detection and Enforcement

Inter-municipal agreements

Staff and their responsibilities under the 
Stormwater Management Plan

Program Budget

Policies and Procedures

Materials for each Minimum Control Measure

Operation and Maintenance Schedules

Documentation of Public Outreach Efforts

Construction Site SWPPPs and Review 
letters/documentation

Construction Site Inspection Reports

Ontario – Wayne Stormwater Coalition 
Members

Town of Victor
Town of Farmington

Town of Macedon
Town of Ontario

Town of Walworth 
Village of Victor

Village of Macedon
Wayne County Highway Department
Ontario County Highway Department

Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation District
Wayne County Soil and Water Conservation District
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For more information, contact: 
P J Emerick

Ontario County SWCD
480 North Main Street

Canandaigua NY 14424
585-396-1450


